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‘‘EQUIPMENT DOCTORS’’ MAKE REGULAR 
‘*HOUSE CALLS’ 


lt is common knowledge that most medical doctors 
have a difficult time making house calls. There are, 
however, two Department employees working out of 
Building Seven in Fernwood who make house calls vir- 
tually every day, seeing that certain types of equipment 
remain healthy to perform their assigned tasks. 

They are James Cotton and Herbert Cameron, Me- 
chanics, who make daily visits to front end loaders and 
several types of construction equipment in operation 
throughout the Trenton area and Regions II and III. 

Each is armed with a tool ‘‘bag’’ and a small util- 
ity truck loaded with liquid medicines (oil) and all kinds 
of parts. The ‘‘equipment doctors’’ use a 28-item check 
list every two months to see that each front end loader 


is in good condition. If it needs some vital fluid (oil), 
it is given some. If parts are not functioning properly, 
they are adjusted or replaced. It’s heart, pumps, ner- 
vous system (battery and electrical wiring) and other im- 
portant systems are thoroughly checked. |f a minor op- 
eration is required, the ‘‘equipment doctors” carry tools 
and parts to do the job needed to get the equipment 
back on its feet (wheels) again. 

Once a year they use a 50-item check sheet for a 
more comprehensive and rigorous inspection of the pa- 
tients (loaders) to help keep them in top physical 
shape. While making their rounds, the ‘‘doctors’’ occa- 
sionally will find a patient so ill that an ambulance 
(flat-bed trailer) is used to take it to the hospital (shop) 
where other ‘‘doctors’’ or specialists can get to the root 
of the ailment or injury. 


EDISON DEGREE EARNED WITHOUT TAKING 
ANY TESTS AND COST ONLY $50 


Robert Lockwood, Budget Coordinator with the Bureau 
of Budget, earned an Associate in Arts degree from 
Thomas A. Edison State College without taking a single 
test, and at a cost of oniy $50. He got his degree from 
a college that has no classrooms, no library, no campus, 
no resident faculty, and only a small number of adminis- 
trative officers. He is the first DOT employee to receive 
an Edison degree. 

Edison College, headquartered at 175G North Olden 
Avenue in Ewing Township, was created by the New 
Jersey State Board of Higher Education to award two 
and four-year degrees. It is one of a handful of colleges 


in the country that is able to grant universally recog- 
nized degrees to all who qualify by meeting the degree 


requirements without regard to age, residence, previous 
level of schooling, or method of preparation. 

For example, Mr. Lockwood received credit for evening 
courses he had taken at the University of Maryland Exten- 
sion in Heidleberg, Germany, while serving as a major in 
the U.S. Army, and for others taken at Trenton State 
College. 

A high school diptoma or college entrance examina- 
tion is not required. The college will carry out evalua- 
tions of college level knowledge no matter how it was 
acquired--through experience, self study, college courses 
taken long ago, educational programs offered by industry, 


the military or labor unions. 
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At the end of the day and after a clean sweep of Routes 
1-9 and 22 in Newark, Matthew S. Conti, Equipment Operator 
with the Bureau of Equipment, washes his sweeper in the 
Region II Maintenance Yard. Mr. Conti has been operating a 
sweeper for more than 13 years. 


WHAT DOES THE DEFENSIVE DRIVING 
COURSE DO FOR THE DRIVER? 


A recent in-depth study of the Defensive Driving 
Course, now being offered to Department employees 
and their families, showed that licensed motorists who 
completed the eight-hour course had fewer traffic ac- 
cidents and violations than other drivers who had not 
taken it. 

The study was conducted by the National Safety 
Council’s research department and involved question- 


ing more than 8,000 Defensive Driving Course graduates 
in 88 cooperating agencies in 26 states. 

The major findings indicated that self-reported ac- 
cidents were reduced by nearly 33 percent, moving viola- 
tions were cut by 24.9 percent, all types of collisions 
dropped by 50 percent, rear-end crashes were lowered 
by 42 percent and turning accidents were cut by 42 
percent. In addition, safety belt usage was greatly in- 
creased and urban intersection accidents were reduced 
below expected results. 

According to the survey, reductions were signifi- 
cant across various levels of education with men and 
women drivers 25 years of age and older, each of whom 
averaged about 13,000 miles for the year. 

All employees who operate Department vehicles and 
‘equipment are required to complete the Defensive Driv- 
ing Course and are being scheduled for attendance on a 
continuing. basis. Any employee or any member of his 
family who would like to take the course may do so. 
Contact George Rightmire, Principal Safety Inspector, 
Bureau of Safety Operations 609-292-3231. 


RETIREMENTS 


Harold J. Lange, Principal Highway Engineer with 
the Bureau of Surface Design (44 years); Arthur V. Mar- 
shall, Assistant Landscape Supervisor with Mainten- 
ance (3] years), Kenneth R. Little, Truck Driver with 
Maintenance (29 years); George Fitzgerald, Highway 
Inspector with Construction (24 years), Michael A. 
Bosco and Walter H. Broxton, Maintenance Men II with 
Maintenance (20 years each); Frank E. Digéronino, 
Bridge Operator | with the Bureau of Electrical Opera- 
tions and Joseph M. Quinn, Automotive Machinist with 
with the Bureau of Equipment (19 years each); Joseph 
P. Shaw, Assistant Chief Bridge Operator with the Bur- 
eau of Electrical Operations (17 years); Anthony J. 
Cardinalle, Equipment Operator with Maintenance and 
Lawrence Yannarella, Highway Construction Repairman 
| with Maintenance (16 years each); Thomas Alkon, 
Maintenance Man | with Maintenance (15 years); George 
DeL otto, Highway Inspector with Construction (10 years) 
and Arthur S. Ricchi, Maintenance Man | with Mainten- 
ance (3 years). 


JOE YANNARELLA IN THERAPY 


Joe Yannarella, Security Officer with Central Ser- 
vices, is undergoing physical, speech and occupa 


A small scale model of a railroad caboose created by Earl 
N. Crockett, Model Maker II with the Model Shop, took first 
place in the Little Convention held in Asbury Park by the Mid- 
Eastern Division of the National Model Railroad Association. 

He is shown checking his miniature caboose which re- 
quired more than 23 hours to complete. It was made with more 
than 500 pieces of wood cut to scale and glued together. It 
is completely furnished and contains a figure of a railroad 
employee and a real light. The over-all length is 3% inches 
compared to the 13 feet of a full-sized caboose. 


tional therapy. He had been in a coma for many weeks, 
the result of a head-on collision that occurred Dec. 21, 
1972. 

Recently, he was transferred from Mercer Hospital 
to Kessler Institute for Rehabilitation, Pleasant Valley 
Way, West Orange. 

On behalf of the Yannarella family, Paul T. Zabicki, 
chairman of the Joe Yannarella Fund for the Department, 
thanks those who contributed money or donated blood. 

‘Get well cards,’’ he adds, ‘‘will encourage Joe 
Yannarella’s efforts for rehabilitation and a faster re- 
covery. 


CONTINUE YOUR INTEREST IN 
EVERYBODY’S SAFETY... 


ESPECIALLY YOURS 


The engagement of Miss Kathleen Diane Powers, 
Accounting Assistant with the Bureau of Accounting and 
Auditing, to Douglas D. Caines, has been announced 
by the bride-elect’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. James W. 
Powers of Hamilton Square. An October wedding is oe 
ned. 


Charles Edson, District Superintendent of Region IV, 
his wife, Kathy, and two children, Eric and Kim, vaca- 
tioned one week in Florida, visiting Disneyland, various 
recreation areas and Fred L. Shill, Jr. in his new home 
in Sarasota. On behalf of the Department, he presented 
a retirement award to Mr. Shill who was District Super- ~— 
intendent of Region III. 


Bill Hulsart, Electrical Foreman with the Bureau of 
Electrical Operations, District IV, and his wife, Marge 
cruised to the Bahamas, visiting Paradise Island and 
Nassau. Accompanying them to Nassau were Linda 
Orients, Senior Clerk Typist with the Electrical Bur- 
eau of District |V, and her husband, Al, and his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Orients Sr. 


John Pfleiderer, Photographer with the Office of In- 
formation Services, and Arthur Hunt, Clerk Driver with 
Central Services, served two weeks of Annual Training 
with the Army Reserve’s 445th Supply Company at Fort 
Monmouth. 


Our Lady of Sorrows Roman Catholic Church of Kearny 
provided the setting for the marriage of Miss Drucille Lois 
Maschek, Senior Clerk Stenographer with the Bureau of 
Construction and Maintenance, to Bertram N. Szeel Jr. 
The couple honeymooned in Bermuda. 


The Church of Brielle was the setting for the wedding | 
of Florence Elliot to Max Stewart, Principal Hearing 
Officer Designate with the Office of Information Services. 
The couple honeymooned three weeks in Switzerland. 


Charles Ahr, a recent retiree, and his wife, Alice, 
have moved to their new home in Florida. They would 
be happy to hear from their Department friends. Their 
address is: 2180 45th Avenue, Vero Beach, Fla. 32960. 


Using a 9-iron on the 11th hole, Bob Nagy, Prin- 
cipal Engineering Aide with the Bureau of Inspection, 
whacked the ball 119 yards to score a hole in one on 


Oak Hill's golf course in Milford, 
Michael V. Goyden, A Second Classman at the U.S. 


Air Force Academy in Colorado, has been placed on 
on the Dean's, Commandant’s and Superintendent's list. 
He.is the son of Michael E. Goyden, Senior Title Ex- 


aminer with Right of Way. His son is in his third year 
at the Academy and in the Class of 1975. 


MISS FLORENCE MILLERICK TO BE FETED 

A retirement dinner is being planned for Miss Florence 
Millerick of Assistant Commissioner DePhillips’ Office. 
She has 34 years service with the Department. 

The dinner will be held August g at Landwehr’s, River 
Road, Trenton. Call Mrs. Twila Squreck (609-292-3250) or 
Miss Patricia Ferri (609-292-8087) for reservations. 


TWO COMPLETE CIVIL SERVICE COURSE 


Two Department employees from the Hillside Cftice 
in Region || have completed the Dictation and Trans- 
cription course conducted by Civil Service in coopera 
tion with DOT’s Division of Personnel. 

They are: Marian Walsh, Clerk Stenographer anc 
Rudine Williams, Clerk Typist, with Right of Way. 
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John Pacholek, Principal Engineer (left) and Jim Schill- 
ing, Survey Party Chief, with Design in Region il, make a 
random check of computer imput material before plotting the 
information for the Route 280 project in West Orange. 
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WANT A LITTERBAG? 


Car litterbags with the Department’s emblem printed 
on them are available for employees. Help keep our high- 
ways clean. Get your litterbags at the Office of Informa- 
tion Services, Room 132. 


COVER 


James Cotton, Mechanic with the Bureau of 
Equipment, tightens a head bolt on the engine 
of one of the largest frorit end loaders used by 
the Department. 


Front end loaders and other construction 
Equipment used throughout the Trenton area 


and Regions Il and II! are inspected every two 
months by two traveling mechanics working 
out of Building Seven in Fernwood. The me- 
chanics use a 28-item check-off list as a guide 
for each inspection. (See Story) 


Larry O’Rourke, Transporter Editor, Phone: 609-292-3108 


